Dear colleagues,

I would like to congratulate the editorial team of the Arab Journal of Urology, the official journal of the Arab Association of Urology. In particular I would like to acknowledge the enormous contribution that Professor Shokeir has made in assembling this team for this important journal. He has also encouraged several key leaders in urology to be involved in the international editorial board.

I am extremely honoured by his offer to me to write an editorial, in which I wish to acknowledge the enormous contribution which has been made to the field of urology by colleagues in Arab countries. As a previous director of the European School of Urology, I was both delighted and honoured by the opportunity of working with colleagues from all of the Arab countries. I would like to thank them for the enormous support that they have provided to the European Association of Urology, and I have been able to continue that collaboration as Adjunct Secretary General of the EAU, responsible for education, and we look forward to that continued strong collaboration in the future.

International collaborations such as ours are extremely important as part of the fellowship component of our specialty, which relies upon strong and friendly interaction between practising urologists, allowing us to share experience, expertise and knowledge. I feel that the Arab Journal of Urology is going to make an enormous contribution in helping to cement those relationships and I look forward to our strong and continuing collaboration in the future.*With best wishes,*Prof. Christopher Chapple.
